Practicing Peace in Perilous Times

We look forward to your joining us this summer at Luccock Park, a beautiful historic camp in a hanging
valley below the Absaroka Wilderness. We have gathered here in the Paradise Valley, south of Livingston,
MT, for over 40 years. Our theme this summer will be Practicing Peace in Perilous Times. Try saying that 25
times! Not easy ... nor is the actual practice of peace building actions. This will be a gathering of joy and
games with Jessica Walker-Keleher, who is known to many in MGOF, leading us in playing “The Peace
Game.”

Jessica grew up in Missoula and is a member of Missoula Friends Meeting. She has a 30+ year career
focused on mediation and conflict resolution both domestically and internationally, centered in consistent
commitment to peace and social justice. She has worked with FCNL and AFSC as well as other peace
focused and Quaker organizations. Currently she works for the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) as a
representative to the UN to achieve changes in international standards and practice.

Jessica will lead us through the Peace Game for 2 hours on both Saturday and Sunday. It is a role-play of
a multi-party, collaborative negotiation process to create an action plan for implementing the Fossil Fuel

Non-proliferation Treaty in a fictional region. You can find out more about Peace Games in the Friends
Journal article: https:/ / www.friendsjournal.org/ quaker-united-nations-office-7 /

In addition to the Peace Game, there will be time for worship sharing, interest groups, hikes,
community night, singing and the rich experiences
that many of us have come to love about this blessed
place.

Y whe \
with a potluck dinner Friday evening at 5:30pm. V ‘\g QUNO

Summer MGOF activities officially begin
There will a}so be a pre-MGOF retreat bgginning \‘q\s <~ Quaker United Nations Office
Thursday evening, August 14, on “Developing Your T
Personal Spiritual Practice” led by Mary Litch of the
Missoula Friends Meeting. It will be based on
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Patricia Loring’s book “Listening Spirituality, Vol. 1: Personal Spiritual Practices Among Friends.” If
interested in attending this retreat, please contact Judy Visscher at jkvisscher@yahoo.com as registration for
the retreat is separate from MGOF registration.

Luccock Park Camp offers campsites and a variety of small and large group cabins which are rustic
structures with no heat. Sleeping bags/bedding and pillow are absolutely necessary; the bunks have only
simple “camp style” mattresses. The camp cooks offer five fresh-cooked meals (Saturday breakfast through
Sunday lunch). Friday dinner will be Potluck.

As in years past, our payment concept for the weekend is “pay as led” and there is no fee for children
to attend. No one should hesitate to come for concern about cost. We hope to have Quakers of all
generations from Montana and Wyoming. Child care will be provided during adult programming times.
North Pacific Yearly Meeting folks are also especially welcome to come join us for this weekend of creativity,
play, and worship.

Registration is now open at www.montanafriends.org. Please note: every adult needs to complete a
separate registration. Children under 18 years old can be registered on the same form as their parent/
guardian. The recommended fee is $225/adult ; costs for children under 18 are covered by MGOF. Over 70
percent of the regular adult registration fee goes directly to food and lodging services provided by Luccock.
The remainder of the fee pays for kids and for program expenses. Please pay as you are led by Spirit.

For questions, call Carol Bellin(registrar) at (406) 542-5223; or contact byoung@javins.net or
kweiss@gmail.com. (co-coordinators for this MGOF gathering.)

Pre-MGOF Retreat on Personal Spiritual Practice

We are pleased to announce that we are planning a pre-MGOF retreat as we have done in years past. This
retreat is entitled “Developing Your Personal Spiritual Practice.” We are fortunate to have Mary Litch, a lifelong
Quaker, most recently of Missoula Meeting, to facilitate.
Mary is a retired philosophy professor who has taught
and published on the philosophy of religion.

Mary will lead us in this exploration using the guidance
of the book Listening Spirituality, by Quaker Patricia
Loring. Interested Friends are asked to purchase or
borrow the book and read selections ( see below) prior to
the retreat. Missoula Meeting library has 2 copies and
there are surely others scattered among MGOF Friends.

We will gather Thursday evening through Friday
morning (August 14th and 15th) before MGOF.We have
the use of Glendive cabin at Luccock Park (this cabin is on
the North or right side as you enter the oval at Luccock,
down a small hill where you can drive to drop off your
potluck dish and belongings. Please then take your car
back to the parking area at the entry to the oval). We may have the option of another cabin for sleeping space.

We will each pay $45.00 for the extra day and night of camp time ( whether in tents, campers, or cabins). We
will be collecting that money and paying the camp, so please bring cash or check or use Venmo. (If the cost is an
obstacle to anyone, please contact Judy for help applying for funding)

To register, contact Judy Visscher jkvisscher@yahoo.com.

Our schedule:

Thursday 5:00 PM Potluck supper and gathering
6:00-6:30 cleaning up supper and finishing tasks of moving in
6:30-8:30 Group retreat time

Friday: breakfast ( bring your own )
9:30-12:30: group retreat time
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Lunch: bring your own and/or eat potluck leftovers.

Afternoon is unscheduled, and open for activities such as hiking to the waterfall, reading,
attending committee meetings, connecting with other retreat attendees or taking personal quiet time, visiting
the hot springs at Chico, or staring into space, all in the beauty of the Paradise Valley.

MGOF activities start Friday evening with dinner

There are two main learning objectives:

1. Participants will gain a new understanding of a variety of person spiritual practices used by Quakers,
and develop a vocabulary for describing those practices.

2. Participants will think critically about their current personal spiritual practices in light of their personal
spiritual goals and consider ways they might augment their personal spiritual practices to further their own
spiritual journey.

The retreat will start with 30 minutes to an hour as individuals share their current spiritual practices in a
worship sharing format. (Individuals are free to share or not.) The bulk of the retreat will be a mix of whole-
group discussion with queries which Mary will supply (some from the Queries sections in Loring’s book) and
shorter 2-person discussion sessions, in which each pair selects one or more queries to discuss from a longer
list of queries. There is time for personal reflection in the evening and morning. The retreat will end with 30
minutes for Meeting for Worship.

A more detailed schedule is available by contacting Judy Visscher or contact Mary Litch before July 1 or
after August 1.

Textbook: Listening Spirituality, Volume 1: Personal Spiritual Practices Among Friends by Patricia
Loring, Openings Press, 1997. (While technically out of print, this volume is available new online through
Pendle Hill Press and used from a variety of online used book sellers.)

Please read the following pages from Listening Spirituality before the retreat: 1-16, 23-27, 31-36, 47-53,
58-68, 78-89, 93-98, 111-117, 124-132, 159-176.

Don't let the inability to get the readings done keep you from the retreat, but it will be a much richer
experience for all of us if participants have read these sections.

Prerequisites for the Retreat:

An openness to theistic vocabulary for describing the Quaker experience and Quaker practices. (Both the
textbook author and the retreat leader are theists and use the word ‘God’ to name the “Mystery at the heart of
the universe and of each of us” to which our expectant waiting and prayerful listening are directed.) While
participants are certainly free and expected to translate into their own vocabulary for thinking and speaking
about the divine, the textbook author uses theistic language for describing Quaker experience and practices.

No prior knowledge of or exposure to Quaker practices is assumed.
Handouts (available in print on Day 1 of the retreat):
- Guidelines for Worship Sharing and Small Group Sharing/Listening
- Readings for Use in Exercises

From Patricia Loring: “It is part of our formation in a listening spirituality to find which practices, at this
time in our lives, are most supportive of our inward listening for the word, the guidance, the challenge, the
reproof, the love — or simply intimations — of God’s presence. ... Our outward [spiritual] formation is for the
sake of opening ourselves to inward transformation of our hearts and minds. The inward transformation, in
turn, is for the sake of outward transformation of our lives in a service of Love and Truth that arises from the
center of our being, from transformed natures, rather than from duties or rules or legalisms.” — Listening
Spirituality, pages 4, 8.

For questions or more information, contact Judy Visscher ( jkvisscher@yahoo.com) or Mary Litch
( mary.litch@gmail.com )
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MONTANA GATHERING OF FRIENDS
MINUTES OF THE MEETING FOR WORSHIP WITH ATTENTION TO
BUSINESS on 1 March, 2025

The business meeting of Winter MGOEF, held March 1, 2025, commenced with a few moments of silence
followed by a reading from Faith & Practice. Jo Ann Kidder served as Clerk of the meeting and Jim Humphrey
served as acting Recording Clerk.

The Minutes from the previous Summer MGOF Business Meeting were approved.

Winter MGOF coordinator Kate Weiss reported that this winter’s gathering had 31 adult attenders, 3 children
attenders, and 7 members who attended via Zoom.

Linnea Wang, clerk of the Ministry & Counsel Committee, reported on work done by M&C as follows:
* The work of M&C is to arrange for the plenary speaker, to develop & coordinate worship sharing, to
find leaders for worship sharing and other groups, and to address other ministerial duties that may
arise.



* Linnea thanked Carol Bellin, our Registrar, for her efforts at outreach to encourage attendance and
participation at winter MGOFR.

* The Welcome Statement, a long-standing M&C project, the need for which was made more apparent
by events at last summer’s MGOF, was read to the group.

* M&C’s written policy, entitled “A Process for Recognizing Leadings of Friends”, will undergo further
work by M&C before its presentation to a future MGOF Business Meeting for approval. M&C has
researched past ways in which MGOF has supported Friends with leadings. Meanwhile, M&C has
recognized the leadings of three of our members and has facilitated financial assistance for two of
those three members.

* Other actions or concerns recently explored by M&C include the on-going meetings of an Elder group
via Zoom, the potential sponsoring of an Elders Concerns retreat that examines practical issues raised
by being elderly, outreach to those in our community dealing with loss or difficulty, and the
development of a Clerking Workshop which all members of MGOF would be encouraged to
participate in.

* Difficulties being experienced by M&C were mentioned: The number of people serving on M&C is
low and elderly (currently only five people), and perhaps one of the biggest challenges of low
attendance has been the lack of an M&C Recording Clerk; M&C has been meeting only by Zoom for
years, and while easier to carry off, Zoom meetings lack the experiential quality which in-person
meetings achieve; finally, the occasional absence of a MGOF gathering coordinator has thrown more
workload on M&C. M&C plays a vital function in MGOF. New M&C participants are needed.

Larry Leonard presented the Treasurer’s report for years 2022, 2023, and 2024 from Cathy Weber. The
summary income and expense statement for 2024 showed total income of $14,739 and total expenses of
$14,199, leaving a net positive income for the year of $539.73. The current balance in the MGOF checking
account is $8,747.97. Business meeting thereafter discussed aspects of MGOF’s finances as follows:

* Larry has examined income and expenses incurred over the last three years but preparation of a
formal budget for year 2025 was judged not practical given the challenge of predicting future
expenses.

* Two people currently have signature authority on MGOF’s checking account located at a bank in
Dillon. Those two are Cathy Weber, our Treasurer and Pat Carrick. MGOF Business meeting decided
that going forward signing authority should be delegated only to the Treasurer, the current Clerk of
MGOF, and the immediate past Clerk of MGOF.

* Business meeting discussed whether the checking account funds could be held in some form that
generates interest and requested that Cathy Weber explore that possibility.

* Currently M&C has a “budget” of $500/ year, another $800 expenditure was authorized for the audio/
visual technology used in tonight’s meeting, and $200 was donated by a Friend last year for the
purpose of outreach to young people, with this outreach program to be put on the agenda for
discussion at next summer’s business meeting.

Business meeting approved the acquisition by MGOF of its own Zoom account. Details of how that
access would work will be developed. Partial answers presented at this Business Meeting included: only one
Zoom meeting can occur at one time, different people can access the account but they will need to have the
“host code”, and while it may be desirable for the person with the host code to know how to host a Zoom
meeting, it may not be a requirement. Further clarification of Zoom rules for a MGOF Zoom account is
needed.

MGOF Nominating Committee currently consists of Georgia Foster and Peter Husby. Through the
end of this coming summer MGOF, Jo Ann Kidder will continue to serve as Clerk, Kate Weiss & Bev Young
will serve as co-coordinators of summer MGOEF, Carol Bellin will serve as registrar but needed are a
Recording Clerk and a Youth Coordinator. Subsequent to the upcoming summer MGOF gathering, open
positions that need to be filled include Presiding Clerk, Recording Clerk, next winter MGOF'’s gathering



coordinator, and Youth Program Clerk. Jasmine Krotkov would like to be replaced as MGOF newsletter editor
but will stay on until a replacement can be found. Carol Bellin is willing to continue as registrar.

In regards MGOF representation on regional or national committees, Claire Leonard serves on the
NPYM nominating committee and also on the NPYM Coordinating Committee, Linnea and Jasmine serve as
NPYM representatives to FCNL, and Peter Husby represents NPYM on AFSC. Again, however, changes are
coming and new people may be needed to fill these roles.

The question was raised of whether we are trying to fill too many positions with too few members, most of
whom are elderly. This is a question that MGOF needs to consider in the near future.

MGOF’s Youth Safety Policy has been rewritten to continue protection for our children but to also be
simplified and more manageable. Key youth safety requirements retained in the revised Youth Safety Policy
include starting each gathering with a meeting of parents, youth, and youth program volunteers that explains
how the youth program will work for that session. Another key requirement is that youth always be in the
presence of at least two adults, one of whom must have undergone a background check via a program funded
by NPYM. One person raised the concern of current changes to the Youth Safety Policy possibly stripping
MGOF of insurance coverage under the policy that NPYM took out for all regional youth programs. Business
meeting thereafter approved the revised Youth Safety Policy subject to clerk Jo Ann Kidder’s confirming with
NPYM Child Care clerk Debbie Townsend that the revised MGOF Youth Safety Policy was still consistent with
insurance policy requirements.

Larry Leonard urged MGOF members to familiarize themselves with, and use, the extensive collection
of MGOF documents stored in a MGOF account at Google Docs. The primary requirement for accessing the
account is having a gmail or other Google account but there are further requirements which need to be spelled
out to make Google Docs access clear to all MGOF members.

Jasmine Krotkov asked MGOF members to contact their representatives about the shuttering of USAID
and other similar programs, reported that FCNL is participating in a lawsuit seeking to restrict ICE’s ability to
raid churches for undocumented immigrants, and further reported that FCNL will undertake its annual youth
lobbying training program this spring on March 22 through March 25. Jasmine also said that Truth to Power is
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Welcome to the Montana Gathering of Friends

A MGOF gathering is a highlight for our community. Itis a
special time when we can worship with our friends, feeling
supported and giving support. It is a time of conversation with
others, both old Friends and new.

Friends need to be especially conscious of the ease with which
an unintended harsh or unkind word or assumption about an
individual’s politics or spiritual practice may hurt or wound
another. Despite our commitment to love one another and our
belief that we share our values and testimonies, we are often
unaware of each others’ sensitivities. Please, Friends, come with
tenderness, caring and respect.

Friends are diverse in spiritual experience. When referring to
the Divine, some may use differing names, such as the Light, the
Seed, Jesus, God or Spirit. Friends’ spirituality may be based on
different touchstones. For some it may be the Bible, for others the grounding of lived experience, for still
others, the power of spiritual practice.

A powerful aspect of our faith is the concept of continuing revelation, combined with the idea that all
of us have access to the Divine. Thus in our tradition of the Quaker faith we do not need nor do we want
intermediaries in our search for truth.

Let us listen and speak with humility and open hearts to others whose ways and views may differ
from ours. We wish to affirm our commitment to radical welcome to all.

MGOF Ministry and Counsel 2-24-25

Ministry and Counsel Committee

Summaries of recent meetings ~—r

]anuary 29, 2025 Montana Gathering of Friends

We began with expectant worship and a check in. Then we reviewed our summer gathering from a bit of
distance. Although we experienced a wonderful summer MGOF weekend, we noted that a few individuals
from both ends of our theological spectrum felt a sense of unwelcome from the wording choices of others.
Because we want to be welcoming to all we developed a statement of welcome to be read at the beginning of
gatherings as a reminder to be sensitive to our vulnerabilities, our tender places.

We also refined our policy / procedure for supporting the leadings of MGOF Friends. We added the
idea of spiritual support and recognition of the role of local worship groups and meetings in relationship to
individuals who feel led to take action in our world.

The rest of the meeting focused on preparation for winter gathering. We agreed upon a theme of
Seeking Our Voice. We identified possible worship sharing leaders, determined who would set up the groups
and who would write the queries. One person will be focused on technology for the hybrid meeting. We
appreciated the contributions of each member of M and C.

We closed with holding in light F/friends in need both near and far.

March 13, 2025

Held shortly after winter gathering, we reviewed the evaluations from the weekend. Seeing old friends
and making new ones, community night, Chris La Tray and worship sharing were highlights. Concerns with
communication, expectations and welcome of our FIR were noted.



On February 23, 2025, several of us attended a consultation call sponsored by NYPM. A major
realization that we experienced was the lack of resources in support of clerks in MGOEF. In contrast, folks
from larger meetings reported meetings to help support clerks prior to business meetings! Clerks in MGOF
regularly cannot count on a consistent Recording Clerk. We realized that we need a clerking workshop.
Linnea will pursue the idea of such an event if possible for MGOF folks.

Once a year we take time, using a worship sharing process to respond to queries regarding our
involvement and future commitment to the M and C committee. We also discussed the need for new
members for the committee as several of us will be stepping down this summer.

The Support of Leadings proposal was discussed at the 2-19-25 Steering committee meeting. Due to
technical difficulty the document itself could not be shared. Concern was expressed regarding the
possibility of Friends using donations for individuals as deductions when itemizing their taxes. We agreed
to add a sentence to address this concern. The leadings document was
approved at the M and C meeting to be considered at the next steering
committee meeting.

Friends then considered the spiritual needs of MGOF. What
individual might speak to our collective condition? What theme
might address our inner and outer concerns? We considered many
ideas including a person who could speak to creativity and
spirituality, a panel of elders sharing their spiritual journeys, a talk on
how climate change can affect anxiety and spiritual life and how to
deal with the current very disturbing US and world crises. We
considered several potential Friends in Residence (FIR) to be the
primary speaker for the summer gathering. We decided to season
these ideas and meet in two weeks.

A final discussion addressed one member’s interest in Quaker
theology. Perhaps we could have discussion at a gathering or on zoom
of what we mean by the use of certain Quaker terms. Another member
recalled the highly successful late night meetings at Annual Session
some years ago that focused on mystical experience.

We closed with holding in light those in need.

watercolor painting by Jean Triol

March 29, 2025

After approving the minutes from the previous meeting we first discussed progress on the concept of
a clerking workshop for MGOF. We might want to re-frame it to widen the audience. Perhaps we could
open it to people beyond MGOF. How many people would be interested? We liked the idea of holding it
adjacent to NPYM Annual Session to be held in Missoula in July. Jo Ann and Linnea will continue to work
on this project.

Regarding the support of leadings document, it now appears that the concern about itemized
deductions in no longer a concern due to changes in the tax law for the state of Montana. We hope to have
the proposal reviewed at the April 23 Steering committee meeting.

We again processed several fine ideas for theme and FIR. We easily came to unity to ask Jessica
Walker-Keleher who is a representative to the United Nations for the Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO)
to be our Friend in Residence. We feel so privileged to have Jessica in this position and hope she might be
willing to be our FIR for summer gathering. As always, we had alternative ideas should she be unable to
lead us.

We also approved exploring the idea of a pre-MGOF retreat at Luccock led by Mary Litch, a retired
professor who attends Missoula Friends Meeting. We responded with gratitude to the offer of Judy V to
coordinate this retreat and Kate W and Bev Y to serve as co-coordinators of the summer gathering.

We closed with worship and holding in light those in need, not only our beloved community but well
beyond us to suffering wherever it is found.
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State of the Meeting Report
Great Falls Meeting 6/2025

Our community meets weekly via Zoom and it encompasses attenders from Great Falls, Helena, rural
Montana, the Flathead Valley and visits from Portland and St. Petersburg Florida. We are an eclectic bunch
and we bring many facets of life to our corporate worship.

When we considered what it is that brings us to our meeting, it was said that we persist because we
come together with the same intention. Each person brings their individual intentions to worship but there is
a deep group intention to be together, finding a unity in our differences. We share the Light in common and
we create a rich collage that features a lot of intimacy and trust. Trust that we can share safely at a deeper
level knowing that the power of the Light carries through to each of us. This gives a sense of solidity and
solidarity that carries us through the coming week. One attender compared our meeting to a feast we attend
weekly where the spiritual food group is on the menu. A food group we don’t get to consume most of the rest
of our week. It balances out our diet!

Each of us has our own conception of the Divine and yet we are open to whatever else will come
through — just OPEN. There is a curiosity.... What is this Light? Each of us can share our darkness in this
group as well — accepting the Yin and the Yang, holding it up to the Light and remaining curious about what
will arise from this alchemy. Many of us have gray hair and lots of experiences with life, but we can still be
startled by the action of Light in our lives.

The urgent need for digital worship may have receded as the world recovered from Covid, but the life of our
worship has continued to thrive and nurture us in very deep and important ways.

State of the Meeting report
Missoula Friends Meeting 2024-25.

We initiated the process of discerning the state of our monthly Meeting with a worship/discussion
meeting in March '25. This report intends to reflect the spirit of that discussion and the sense of the Meeting
from the perspective of the Ministry and Oversight Committee on behalf of Missoula Friends Meeting.

Our Meeting has been met with some challenges as well as joys this year, and all of those have been
opportunities for reflection and growth both as a Meeting and for us as individuals.

The year started last summer with a major flood in the downstairs of our meetinghouse. This event
was met by several skilled Friends putting in hours of hard work, drying and emptying the space followed
by stripping and removal of the old floor and baseboards, and then replacement of floor, cabinets and
countertop. We have a lovely spruced-up space, but unfortunately there wasn’t wide participation in the



work and several Friends who carried the bulk of the load found that they
were overextended on that project. Our Meeting is grateful to all who rallied
to meet this challenge, especially those who led this major undertaking.

We are a small group and our numbers have been diminished by the
out-of-state moves this year of Ted Etter and Linda Tracy, both Friends who
were well-loved, stalwart presences who have contributed much to our
Meeting. Other Friends have stepped away or have simply become less active
with our Meeting. We’ve wondered at times whether we can continue to
maintain a meetinghouse on our own and have looked at additional uses of
the space. The Meeting tasks of committee work and leadership have fallen on
fewer of us.

Simultaneously, new energies are moving toward outreach to the
broader community , including listing our Meeting on a site for Missoula
events, reworking our website, publishing a weekly newsletter, and being
visible as Quakers at political rallies and marches.

Our Meeting, together with MGOF (Montana Gathering of Friends),
supported a Missoula Friend’s travel to NYC to participate in work toward
nuclear disarmament.

Some of us have taken roles which contribute to MGOF and to NPYM
and many of us attend these gatherings..

We established a scholarship at Salish-Kootenai College on the Indian
reservation north of us, with seed money from the bequest of our dear Friend
Jack Rowan who died two years ago.

A wonderful development is that we find ourselves with several new and
returning regular attenders and an even larger number of occasional ones.
Some of these are new to Quakerism and some have been part of meetings
elsewhere. This brings new flavor, energy and depth to our Meeting
community, and we have sought to provide opportunities for education and
enrichment to newcomers and seasoned Friends alike. We’ve had a series of
Quaker educational offerings and a group of us has felt led to join together as
a Quaker Studies/101 group which is now gaining momentum. We found that
a session for a Friend’s sharing of their personal journey was enriching and
we hope to do more of that next year. We welcome the new growth of our
Meeting, and are delighted that several of the newcomers are joining in on the
work of maintaining and nurturing the Meeting ( which is after all gratifying
work, indeed).

We've started the practice of holding a worship-sharing session one
Sunday a month at the time usually used for our traditional worship, with
queries and clerking provided by various Friends. This practice has been
spiritually nourishing as well as being a good community builder.

We continue to welcome internet attenders and we hold a once-a-month
in-person-only Meeting for Worship with a simultaneous Zoom-only Meeting
for those at a distance. This solution doesn’t rest easy with all of us, but still
seems to be the best solution for meeting differing needs. We hope to improve
the sound system to make the process more seamless.

Several among us have faced diagnoses of cancer, coped with other
major illnesses or met other challenges and we’ve done our best to provide
them with support. Advanced age has also limited the participation of some
long-term Friends. We made Christmastime visits to those confined to home
and found these very rewarding from both perspectives.

We're looking forward to again hosting the Annual Session of NPYM in
Missoula.We feel enriched by participating in this wider Quaker community.




Steering Committee Montana Gathering of Friends
19 Feb 2025

The Montana Gathering of Friends Steering Committee met on the evening of February 19, 2025 via
Zoom. Present were clerk JoAnn Kidder, Ministry & Counsel Clerk Linnea Wang, Larry Leonard, Claire
Leonard, Tina Visscher, Judy Visscher, Moji Agha, and Nick Salmon. Nick had to depart after the first part of
the meeting.

Steering Committee approved the minutes for the previous Steering Committee meetings of Sept. 18,
2024 and of December 5, 2024 respectively.

Steering Committee discussed aspects of preparation for the upcoming MGOF Winter Gathering to be
held Feb. 28 through March 2 at Camp Make-A-Dream, including: Chris LaTray will be our primary speaker for
Winter MGOF and will be present on Saturday from 8:00 AM until dark; there is only one interest group which
Nick Salmon will lead; currently 36 people are registered to attend in person, 10 people to attend remotely, and
3 to 5 children to attend in person. Friday night’s dinner will be a potluck, and Friends must also bring their
own breakfasts for Saturday & Sunday mornings.

MGOF’s previous written child care policy has proven to be hard to implement and a number of
proposals have been made to simplify and improve it. After consulting some of the people involved with this
issue, JoAnn has prepared a two page revised child care policy which she would like to present for discussion
and approval to Business Meeting at the upcoming MGOF Winter Gathering. Steering Committee approved of
JoAnn’'s presenting this revised child care policy to the upcoming Winter MGOF business meeting. One core
component of the revised policy is that no less than two adults shall be present at all children’s meetings and
gatherings and at least one of these two adults must have undergone a prior criminal background check. This
core component modestly changes but nonetheless preserves the key framework of the previous- policy.

Next Linnea Wang summarized Ministry & Counsel’s written proposal for supporting Friends in their
leadings. Due to tech difficulties, the written proposal was not available for Steering Committee or Linnea to
see, which posed challenges in sharing its tone and content with Steering committee. Under the proposal
Friends could reach out to MGOF Ministry & Counsel for support for their own leading or need. Friends could
also reach out to MGOF M&C with a desire to support another Friend in that other Friend’s leading or need.
Support could take different forms, ranging from holding someone in the Light, holding a clearness meeting,
supplying monetary support or other appropriate measures. In Steering Committee’s discussion of the
Leadings proposal, one person expressed a concern that the proposal lift up the community nature of our
mutual support, another person commented that pass-through donations are not deductible under IRS rules,
and several people expressed support for the proposal. Ministry & Counsel will consider these comments and
will not present the Leadings policy to the MGOF business meeting until M&C is clear that it is in unity on the
proposed Leadings policy.

Linnea read a statement that Ministry & Counsel has carefully crafted, extending a welcome to all
Friends and making them aware of the great diversity among Friends regarding their spiritual beliefs and the
language they use to express such beliefs. Steering Committee accepted this statement and expressed
appreciation for the work required to create such a thoughtfully worded document.

Steering Committee approved of MGOF's purchase of a new Zoom account in the name of, and for the
use of, MGOF in its official activities. JoAnn said Missoula meeting had such a Zoom account and JoAnn
would consult with Missoula Meeting on how best to use and make available a MGOF Zoom account.

Steering Committee also discussed how to solve the perpetual problem of limited or slow access to the
MGOF email list. At present it is often difficult to communicate with the MGOF general membership by email.
This issue needs work as it is a current impediment to the Meeting’s efficient functioning.

Larry Leonard said one way to improve communication was for MGOF again to make regular use of
Google Docs, which Larry was able to regularly use during his clerkship. Larry will send to Steering
Committee members links to the Google Docs portal for MGOF.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the Steering Committee meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, Jim Humphrey, as acting Recording Clerk



MONTANA GATHERING OF FRIENDS

YOUTH POLICY -Draft #2 6/21/2025
(Low Number of Children Version)

MGOF is committed to making sure that youth are safe while participating in MGOF sponsored youth
events. These policies and guidelines are meant to provide structure for parents, youth program leaders,
volunteers, and childcare providers to help ensure safety.

MGOF sponsored youth activities can be grouped into two categories:

1. The Youth Program is planned for youth grades K through 12th.
2. Childcare is planned for youth under the age of 5 years.

MGOF YOUTH SAFETY GUIDELINES
Emergency Contact Forms

1. Each child must have signed a MGOF emergency contact information form, which must be given to
the Youth Program Coordinator before the child can be left in care of the Youth Program.

2. The emergency contact information form includes a phone number of the parent, guardian, or sponsor
who is present.

3. These forms can be filled out in advance of the event and sent to the registrar, or may be filled out
upon arrival.

4. The original form will remain in the gathering area or carried by the adults in charge of an outing.

5. A copy of each emergency contact information for should be kept in the MGOF files and secured in a
manner to protect the privacy of the participants.

JOB DESCRIPTIONS:
Youth Program Coordinator is paid to nurture and oversee the youth program and activities with the intent
of encouraging the development of Quaker values in our youth. The Coordinator will:
1. Plan, provide materials and implement children’s programming activities during each gathering with
input from youth and parents.
2. Develop guidelines and ground rules for behavior during activities and free time with the youth and
parents.
Childcare Providers are hired at the discretion of the Youth Program Coordinator and are paid room, board,
and a stipend to provide care for youth during scheduled sessions.

BACKGROUND CHECKS

The Youth Program Coordinator, Child Care Providers, and Adult Volunteers will be subject to a criminal
background check provided by NPYM. To be current, the background check must have been completed within
the past year.

ADULT SUPERVISION

1. At least 2 adults will be present with each youth group during scheduled youth program times.

2. Youth are not under the care of MGOF or the MGOF Youth Program outside of the stated program
times.

3. Childcare and Youth Program gathering areas should be near each other and not in isolated rooms
away from adult traffic or other rooms.

4. Minimum ratios of adults to children are 1 adult to 4 infants or toddlers in the childcare area and 1
adult to 8 youth in the Youth Program.

5. During or after the program, a child must not be allowed to leave the leader’s presence unless
accompanied by a responsible adult.

6. Each group must have ready access to a first aid kit and know where it is kept.

7. At the beginning of each gathering, an orientation session that emphasizes safety precautions and
expectations during the event, will be held for adult volunteers, youth, and parents.



Support of leadings in MGOF
individuals- Proposed Policy 4/2025

In an effort to support the spiritual leadings of
MGOF individuals, this procedure provides a process for
identifying individuals who experience a strong sense of
leading or guidance from Spirit/God to do some work in
the world and are seeking some form of support beyond
their local worship group. Aleading is distinguished
from a choice of career, for example, by its compelling
quality, as if we had no choice but to heed it’s voice. The
following lists the steps by which this process unfolds.

1) Clearness

The person with a leading is expected to use the Quaker
practice of seeking clearness about the leading from the
individual’s meeting or worship group (or from MGOF).
This may be a one time event or an ongoing clearness/
support group.

2) Commitment

In most cases the individual will have a history of
commitment to the issue/task over time. However, we
also recognize that new leadings may appear without a
history.

3) Written request
The person must be willing to articulate the leading to
MGOF in writing.

4) Review process

The individual sends the written statement to the clerk of
MGOF who then reviews the request with M and C and
then brings the request to Steering /Business Meeting.

5) Announcement and follow up

If approved, an announcement can be made about the
individual, his/her/their leading and the desired
mechanism(s) for supporting the leading. This may
involve spiritual and/or financial support. Spiritual
support might involve additional clearness process, a
support group and following by a group committed to
prayer, holding the individual in light. Financial support
could come from several different sources.

6) Donations

Donations can be made through the treasurer or made
directly to individuals. Funds may also be approved
through MGOF Meeting for Worship for Business.

Deviation from the procedure due to a time
sensitive need should be the exception rather
than the rule. No one would be required to
participate in this process . It should be noted
that this process does not have to originate from
the person with the leading but could come from
others on behalf of that person, for example,
encouraging participation in the process.

Extra Extra Read all about it!
Quakers speak Truth to Power!

MGOF has historically assisted numerous
individuals with leadings, often toward social
justice action, but also to further one’s spiritual
and professional pursuits. In the winter newsletter
we explained our experiment in direct financial
support of two of our social justice leaders, Carol
Bellin and Jasmine Krotkov. Since this process
began in the fall of 2024 each has received $1100
through MGOF. Thanks also to Cathy Weber,
Treasurer, for making the process so easy.

And please note, this is only one of the
many ways we can support our members who are
following leadings. MGOF itself can decide to
support individuals and of course, meetings and
worship groups can do so as well. Thank you to
all who are nurturing the work of Carol and
Jasmine with funding as well as prayers and other
forms of support!

Carol reports: I want to thank everyone
who truly surprised and uplifted me with this
unexpected offering of Quaker community
support. Thanks to this financial assistance, I was
able to travel to New York and assist a freshman
student, Finn Mead, to attend the weeklong Third
Meeting of the States Parties to the International
Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons at the United
Nations. It was so important that Montana sent a
young peace activist to join the new, growing
international youth movement against nuclear
weapons! I can share what happened during that
experience sometime during MGOF. In addition,
the financial assistance helped to provide
resources that led to establishment of a new UM
campus group, Students for Nuclear Disarmament
(one of just 13 affiliating campus chapters in the
US), which has been tabling on campus handing
out photocopies of important articles, some
buttons, stickers, etc. to handout. And, together,
with Donna Williams from Great Falls, this



support helped to gather a small, mostly Quaker peace
delegation presence that attended and spoke at the US
Air Force's last Town Hall meeting opposing the
development of the Sentinel ICBM system that is to be
deployed in Montana. I am so grateful for this Quaker
community!

Jasmine spent the last legislative session
dividing her time between home and Helena, where
she testified about public policy from a perspective of
conscience and conviction, with the group Truth to
Power. Support from MGOF came in the form of
donations to help pay for gas and food, shared
housing with Helena Quaker Brent Northup, and
through the ongoing advice and counsel of her Anchor
Committee. Now that the legislative session is over,
she is laying down this concern, and is not in need of
further donations.

NORTH PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING
2026 Knitting Us Together (KUT)
Visitor
Montana and Northern Idaho

Tom Rawson, member
of Orcas Island
Worship Group in
Washington state, will
be visiting Quaker
meetings and worship
groups in Montana
and Northern Idaho in
Spring 2026 and
sharing his passion for
community building
through story and
song. With Friends
facing uncertainty and anxiety over the current state of
the world, singing together is more important than ever.
Tom is looking forward to all-ages gatherings of Friends
where we sing, laugh, and worship together to help
sustain us in our peace and social justice work.

Tom has been a peace activist and folksinger for
over four decades. He travels around the Northwest
leading group singing at conferences, rallies, Quaker
gatherings, folk clubs, and anywhere that folks want to
raise their voices together. Tom has a banjo and he’s not
afraid to use it.

Tom’s accompanying elder will be
Jasmine Krotkov. Jasmine will be taking care of
scheduling and logistics. She can be reached at
(406-781-5699) or (buffalogirlfarms@gmail.com).

Support for Indigenous students

Last winter, the Missoula Friends Meeting
passed a minute to provide a scholarship of $750
each year for an Indigenous student at the Salish
and Kootenai College. Jack Rowan’s bequest was
invested to help support this giving. It was named
the Missoula Quaker Indigenous Scholarship and
was passed in response to the NPYM Indigenous
Minute request that Quaker meetings invest in
Native nations or Native-led projects. The Salish
and Kootenai College is located on the Flathead
Reservation but enrolls students from multiple
states and from multiple tribes. Students came
from 62 tribes this last year. The college offers a
wide range of associate, bachelors, and master
degrees as well as certificate programs.
Indigenous cultures are honored and celebrated
throughout the curriculum.

Report to MGOF from FCNL

In this turbulent time many of us feel an
urgency toward becoming activists, and also feel
overwhelmed. Despite the many challenges we
are facing under the second Trump
administration, FCNL's work continues and is a
beacon of hope for many around the country.

The budget reconciliation process remains
a central focus as FCNL staff lobby hard to
prevent cuts to healthcare, food assistance, and
clean energy to fund tax cuts for the rich, mass
deportation, and more military spending.
Meanwhile, our network of advocacy teams
around the country continues to advocate for an
immediate and lasting ceasefire in Gaza, the
return of all hostages, and the urgent restoration
of humanitarian aid and access. Many programs
that FCNL worked to create and protect for years
are being defunded and we will have much work
ahead in the appropriations process to come.

Young adult leadership of FCNL are
beginning the planning process for a new
intergenerational lobby event in Spring 2026. This
will expand Spring Lobby Weekend to include
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people of all ages, while still prioritizing and
centering young adult leadership.

y Here in Montana, we are looking

iy . forward to hosting FCNL's Riley Robinson a

 the NPYM annual gathering in Missoula. He
will be leading two Interest Groups: one on
how to prioritize the myriad calls we hear to
activism for peace, welcoming strangers, and
serving the poor and marginalized, and
another interest group on reviewing the
current situation in Gaza and the West Bank.

Ministry and Counsel meeting As always, reach out to our Members of
: : Congress through the FCNL action center
(it v fonlorg ot
AxNzO5NTYXxMTMS3) or directly to their
Pot Luck Dinner offices.

Sen. Steve Rep. Troy Downing (R)
Daines (R) 202-225-3211
202-224-2651 downing.house.gov/
daines.senate.gov/ contact

contact Rep. Ryan Zinke (R)

Sen. Tim Sheehy (R) 202-225-5628

202-224-2644 zinke.house.

www.sheehy.senate.gov/ gov/address_
authentication?form=/
contact
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